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Environment Ministry blocks Renuka Dam project

Priscilla Jebeaj nnd

Smriti Kak Kamachandran
HEW DELHE: The Union Envi-
ronment and Forests Minis-
try has decided not Lo give its
approval for the Renuka Dam
praject in Himachal Pradesh
on the grovnd that it would
involves cutling down of a
large number of trees,

Tlie Ministry's decision bt
to give the mandatory clear-
ange Lo the project has come
as a "sethack™ to the Delbi
Government and the Delhi
Jal Board as they have been
banking on the Renuka Dam
praject (o alleviate the Cape-
itols water worries,

Wednesday's  announce-
ment was far from what the
waler wtility amd the Delhi
Government were expecling.
A senior Delhi Government
officinl said the project had

heen hanging fire for o long
time and the Union Minis-
try's decision has  Turther
heightened concerns  about
the Capital’s water woes,
“This {dam) was the only
identified and assured supply
of water for Delhi. Each year
wilh the increase in popula-
tion the demand for water is
progressively growing, While

the Delld Jal Booed can L:Ji!_l,.’r

manage waler, cul down on
distribution losses and rein-
force waler conservation, it
necds  more  water  from
sources aparl from its own
ground water reserves Lo
mect the growing demand.”
The Ministry on the other
hamd has declined o give the
go-abead o the Rs 3.600-
crore project even though
land acguisition waork is al-
most over and the Himachal
Pradesh Power Corporation

= A huge setback for Delhl as It was banking on
the project to mitigate Its water woes

= Chief Minister Shella Dikshit will take up the
Issue with the Centre once Games are over

i p— -

Limited (HPPCL) is in the -
nal stage of anwviting global
temders o implement  the
prrojuect,
*‘Can't be a parasite’
While the forest clearance
was actually recommended
by the Forest Advisory Com-
miltee. Union Minister for
Environment  and  Forests
Juirnm Romesh  overrode
their advice and decided to
reject  the  elearance. “As
mueh as 775 heelares of good
quality forest land is a very
steep price 1o pay,” he said,
“Idelhi must learn to use the

tougher options that are
available.” Mr. Ramesh point-
ed out that Delhi's waler sys-
Lo haw distribution losses of
over 45 per cent and added
that under-pricing of water
also contribuled to wastelul
habils, “Delhi simply cannot
be a parasite on the rest of the
country,” he said,

The proposed Renuka Dam
planned on the Gict river with
a storage capacity of 542 mil-
lion cubic metres of water
and an installed capacity of
40 MW of power was expect-
ed to supply Delhi with an mul-
ditional 275 MGD (million

No clearance for the 3,600-crore project in view of threat to 17 lakh trees

gallons o day) of water,

Hoping for a repricve, the
Jal Board is now waiting for
Chiel Minister Sheila Dikshit
ta take up the issue with the
Centre and also with the Hi-
machal Government, A senior
Jal Board official said the Jal
Roard ix yet to recelve “for-
mal conumunicalion from the
Ministry on the issue”,

*The Delhi Jal Board has
Ieon working to erase all con-
cerns that have been put be-
fore it in the past. 1L has also
released over Rs.215 crore for
land acquisition for the pro-
jeet. Once  the Common-
wealth Games are over, the
issue will be taken up for re-
view and we are hopeful that
whalever Uhe concerns of the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests, there will
be a resolution,” the official
soid.

11 December 2008 the En-
vironment Appraisals Com-
mittee of MoFF had agreed in
principle to construcltion of
the Renuka Dam in Himachal
Pradesh, It was then expected
that with the clearance, the
work on the dam would begin
soon and get over in the next
SIX years,

As per the  agreement
signed  earlier, Delhi wos
commilled to pay Rs3.000
crore for the enlire project,
wherein waler from the Dam
would be brought inle the Ya-
muna through the Giri river;
it would then be released s
the Hathni Kund barrage and
from there passed into the
Munak Channel and supplicd
tnthe city.

Construction of the dam
wis initially stalled after Ha-
ryana sl Hajasthan reflused
lo sign the agreemenl. Ac-

cording to Lhe agreomen
signed an November 1994,
Delhi would get the full sup-
ply of water from the Reniu
dam till the Kishau Dam and
TLakhawar-Vyasi Dam  pro-
jucts  become  functional,
while Himachal Pradeshy
would retain the full powers
generaled.

The project was also. dis-
approved of by locals, appre-y!
hending  displacement, Al
large number of local groups,
and villagers have been pro-
Lesting against the project in'
Himachal Pradesh. "About 17 -
lakh trees would have been
destroyed by the dam pro-,
Jeet," said Puran Chand of Be-
nuka  Bandh  Sangharshd
Samili, sounding relieved by
the refosa) of clearance, “His-!
Lory is wilness to the fact that!
rchabilitations  never  take:
place.”



