Western lifestyles plundering the tropics

WWTF report shows resources are being used at 1.5 times the rate nature can
replace them — but long-term decline of animal life appears to have been halted

Juliette Jowit

rl‘he Earth's population is using the
equivalent of L& planets” worth of
natural resources, but the long-teem de-
cline of animal Life appears to have Been
Biolted, o WWF repart slows,

The latest Living Flanel report, puh-
lishieal one Wednesday Ty the conserva-
tinm group, alse feveals 1he extentd Lo
whicle mslern Weslern lifestyles are
plurdering natural resources fram the
Lropaacs ol recard levels,

The report shows that the overall
health of amimal species — considered an
important indicatar of the hewlth of eeo-
syatems — haz remained roughly con-
stant sinee the beginoing ol this decade,
after at least throee decades of steady
cleedinee,

Floswover the global figure mnsks o
prowing gap belween e lempersde
aores to Lhe noeth el soulb of e egua-
Lor. Siowe 1970, richer coundries in the
Lemtprerale zones hove enjoved a 30 per
venl rise in pepulations of the more than
2,500 different mammal, bied, eoptile,
amphibian and fish species monitared —
largely becanse of Bnprovements W wa-
ter and air quality and conservation
worle, Trapical zones, in contrast —
where mosl of the planet's velume and
variely ol spueies live — have seen a dra-
malic decline of ahowt 60 per cont,

The report compuores these Fesults to
the latest measurements of the size of
the ecolugical footprint — the area of the
planet's surface required to provide the
respurees consumed in a vear — of citi-
zens in different countrics,

This shows that averall, the Earth's
papulatian is consuming the resources
af 1.5 planels — or it lakes one-and-a-half
years o replenish the resources used in
ane vear, This again masks vast diffor-
ences between the lifestyles of peaple
from mostly peorer cowtries with foot-
prints of less than ane-0lth of & hectore
each, and those in the richest nations
whu ench need 2 nominal five hectares or
rore. The global average is aboul three
hectares.

The tropical reglons, where species suelt as the harpy cagle (Ieft) and the squirrel monkey reside, have seen
a 6t per cent decline dv animal popufation, - PHOTOS: REUTERS, AFP

"There's going to he glabal trele aowl
thol's ol always a bad Uking,” soid Calin
Butlield, head of campaigns for WWE,
“[But peaple] in many subsistence coun-
tries depend on their local water sowree
and if upstream you have gat a big indus-
trial cotten- ar soy-growing plant, we'rs
starting to affeet in many many cases
around the world the ability for paor
peaple 1o develop, feed themselves, in-
dustrialise, 1o supply basic praducts we
use every doy: sov benns forenttle, cotlen
for clething, md sooon," “We're also tak-
g awwny e ooturnl capital of Lhose
coundries, and only a small number af
people in those countries benefic.” Tho
centrepiece of the hiennial Tiving Planet
report, published in collabaration with

U Aooligicn] Socicly of Lomdan ansd the
Glohal Foolprint Nelwork, is the Living
Flanel iislex, which iracks the decline ar
increase of nearly 8,000 populations of
more than 2,600 different species, The
resulting chart of progress over lime —
likened to a stock-market index — shows
how from a hese of one in 1970, those
papulations changed little in the 1970s,
declined nolicesbly in the 1980s and
19605, and hove stabilised ot about 0.7
sinee the enrly yveoes of this decwde,

The real pictire is, however, likely Lo
T worse, beeause the latest report ine
cludes new animal populations, aned be-
ciuse there are still many iropical
species which have not been jdentified
by scientists vet, said Mr, Butfield. The

living planct index alse does nod directly
measure other problems such as plant
hiodiversity, water and wir pollution, ond
the greenhouse gas emissions blamed far
climate chiange — issues more likely Lo be
reflected in the ecological footprint
figures.

The repart, which is published just
weeks boefore 8 major conference on
slowing ar halting the loss of bisdiversity
in Mugova, Japan, calls for a sories of
chonges to help oddecess the problems,
includiong morve prodected nreas, zero net
deforestation, oliminaoting overfishing
and destructive fishing practices, and
finding ways to put o value on biodiversi-
ty and ecosystem services, — € Gunrdi-
an Newspapers Limited, 2010



