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'Convention on Biological Diversity meeting in Nagoya, Japan

TOKYD: The world must act

- immediately to stop the rapid

| In,

loss of animal and plant spe-
cies and the habitats they live
the United Nations

| warned on Monday at the

start of a major summit on

| biodiversity.

The 193 members of the
U.N.'s Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (CBD) began

| gathering in the central city
of Nagoya in Japan to try to
| work out strategies to head

' off a

manmade mass

| extinction.

“The time to act 1s now and
the place to act is here,” CBD

| execuflve secretary Ahmed
| Djoghlaf said as the meeting
| opened, describing the event

as a “defining moment” in the

history of mankind.

“The savings from a coor-

dinated ecosystems approach
| to climate change, biodiversi-
| ty loss, avoiding deforesta-

tion and land degradation are

| incalculable”,

The 12-day conference

| aims to throw a spotlight on a

global environmental issue
that has drawn less attention
in recent years than the relat-
ed problem of manmade cli-
mate change, blamed on a

| surge of gdreenhouse gas
emissions.
Scientists say worldwide

human population pressures
are wiping out ecosystems
such as tropical forests and
coral reefs, killing off animal
and plant species that form

' the web of life which human-

ity depends on. “Our prosper-

ity and indeed our survival

depend on healthy ecosys-
tems,” said Jim Leape, the
chief of the Worldwide Fund
for Nature (WWF). “The
Earth’s forests, oceans and
rivers are the very foundation
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LOST WEALTH: A logged-over area in the mountains of Jambi province in Indonesia’s Sumatra island in
this August 2010 file photo. - PHOTO: AFP

of our society and economy”.
“Even in purely economic
terms, it is far, far more cost
effective o conserve or re-
store  healthy ecosystems
than to artificially provide
natural services that we cur-
rently take for granted”.
Delegates in Nagoya plan to
set a new target for 2020 for
curbing species loss, and will
discuss boosting medium-
term financial help for poor
countries to help them pro-
tect their wildlife and hab-

itats. But similar pledges to
stem biodiversity loss, first
made when the U.N. biodiver-
sity convention was adopted
in 1992, have not been ful-
filled. At the start of the dec-
ade, U.N. members pledged
under the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals to achieve “a
significant reduction” in the
rate of wildlife loss by 2010,
the International Year of Bio-
diversity. Instead, habitat de-
struction has continued
unabated, and some experts

now warn that the planet
faces its sixth mass extinction
phase — the latest since dino-
saurs vanished 65 million
vears ago.

Nearly a quarter of mam-
mals, one-third of amphib-
ians, more than one in eight
birds, and more than a fifth of
plant species now face the
threat of extinction, said the
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN).

In May, a U.N. report
warned of looming “tipping

points” that could irrevers-
ibly damage ecosystems such
as the Amazon rainforest,
through logging and land
clearance, and coral reefs
through global warming and
overfishing. The Earth’s 6.8
billion humans are effectively
living 50 per cent bevond the
planet’s bio-capacity in 2007,
according to a new assess-
ment by WWF, adding that by
2030, humans will effectively
need the capacity of two
Earths. — AFP



