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Introduction

The genus Cycas belongs to the
family Cycadaceae. It is represented
by ca. 20 species worldwide. In India, it
is represented by 5 species viz. C,
beddomei Dyer, C. circinalis L.,
C. pectinata Griff., C. rumphii Mig. and
C. siamensis Mig. Apart from the
aforementioned five wild species, C.
revofuta Thunb. of Japan is commonly
cultivated in the Indian gardens.

The plant C. beddomeiis popularly
known as Beddome's Cycas. In
Telegu, it is known as Perita or Konda
Itha (Sahni, 1990).

Etymology: The generic name
Cycasis derived from the Greek word
Kykas, which means a kind of palm.
The specific epithet is to honour Col.
R.H. Beddome, a prominent botanist
who worked on the Indian flora
(Sahni, 1990).

Brief description

A small shrub; trunk short ca. 50 cm
high. Leaves 90 - 125 x 15 - 31 cm;
rachis subquadrangular; petiole 10 -
17 cm long with few minute spines in
the upper part and clothed with
tufted tomentum at base; pinnules
(leaflets) ca. 50 - 100 per side; pinnules

















































