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Editorial

The ENVIS Centre, established 14 years
ago in Botanical Survey of India with subject
area on floral diversity, has rendered service
in dissemination of information on floral
wealth of the country, The centre has been
publishing Newsletter annually, highlighting
the valued results of extensive explorations
conducted by the Survey and principally with
reference to the well being of rare species,
their rediscoveries in old locations after long
gaps and their added recording in newer areas,
It hias also been publishing threat analysis of
recognized RET species in various
phytogeographic regions. Such are the reports
published in this issue oo, the taxa covered
are Lusia macrotis Rehb £, (hither to known
from Assam, now reported from Morth
Andaman Islands), two varieties of Arisaema
rhizomatum C.E.C. Fisch., (earlier known
from Delei Valley and now rediscovered from
Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh) and
Cheirastylis yunnanensis Rolfe (reported as a
new record to West Bengal). Utilization of
stem-barks of Bauhinia vahlii Wight & Am.
by the 'Birhor' tribe (West Bengal) for rope-
making and Canarfum strictum Roxb,
(Burseraceae), Drvnaria quercifolia (L.)
J. Sm. (Polypodiaceae) and Bulbophyilum
sterile (Lam.) Suresh in various ailments by
local vaidyas (Tamil Nadu) are also detailed,

I am happy to announce that this
Newsletter will be issued twice a year here
after as desired by the Ministry. I hope this
issue, like previous ones, will be well
appreciated.

M. Sanjappa
Director
Botanical Survey of India
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